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Sheldrake's Log 

Bulletin des Artilleurs de Montréal 

 

À l’ère du M777 Sheldrake entre également  
dans le 21ième siècle et passe en ligne. Vous pou-
vez visiter Sheldrake’s Log à l’adresse: 
 

 www.sheldrakeslog.com 
 

Vous y trouverez les numéros courants et an-
ciens du log ainsi qu’une série de liens (bien mo-
deste pour le moment) pouvant intéresser les 
artilleurs. 
 

On trouve même, sous la section des liens, un 
challenge des artilleurs. Sheldrake aimerait 
que les joueurs qui s’attaqueront à la tâche fas-
sent preuve de courage et lui envoient leur 
score à sheldrake@sheldrakeslog.com . 
 

Un site web est toujours en progression. Par 
conséquent Sheldrake souhaite recevoir vos 
commentaires et suggestions. 
 

Ubique, Votre observateur. 

Remembrance Day 2009—Royal Salute fired from the cam-

pus of McGill University.  More pictures and story inside on 

page 9. 

 

Photo: Courtesy The Gazette 

In the age of the M777 Sheldrake is 
also moving into the 21st Century by 
going on line. 
Please visit Sheldrake’s log at : 
 

 www.sheldrakeslog.com 
 

You will find current and past issues 
of the log along with a modest list of 
links (for the time being) that are of 
interest to gunners.  
 

There is even a gunnery challenge in 
the links section. Sheldrake would 
like to hear from those playing the 
game and will publish the scores of 
players who show courage and report 
their scores to: 
sheldrake@sheldrakeslog.com .  
 

A Web Site is always a work-in-
progress. Therefore Sheldrake looks 
forward to your comments and sug-
gestions. 
 

Ubique, I remain,  Your Observer 
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Salutations aux artilleurs et à leurs familles. 
 

Nous espérons que les vacances d’été ont été 
agréables pour vous et vos familles. Nous 
entrons dans une nouvelle saison et il y a déjà 
beaucoup d’activités à l’Association et au 
Régiment. Tout d’abord l’Association a 
complété le projet de remplacement des 
médailles du Colonel Hague. Les médailles 
prêtées au Régiment par le musée de Shilo, 
furent volées alors qu’elles étaient suspendues 
au mur du Mess des officiers. Les médailles 
sont maintenant de retour et à nouveau 
suspendues au mur du Mess, bien protégées 
dans un cadre antivol. 
 

Depuis octobre le Régiment est engagé dans 
une campagne publicitaire de recrutement 
appuyée par l’Association. La campagne se 
déroule très bien et les objectifs sont en voie 
d’être atteints grâce aux efforts soutenus de 
l’Adjudant le Capitaine Ramacieri.  
 

Un autre projet du Capitaine Ramacieri a été 
la formation d’une équipe de hockey dans une 
ligue formée d’unités de la région de Montréal. 
L’Association a pris à sa charge l’achat de 
l’équipement de gardien de buts. 
 

Cet automne l’association a maintenu la 
tradition du lunch du premier vendredi du 
mois. L’expérience de l’an dernier a fait en 
sorte que le lunch de novembre serait le 
dernier de l’année. Les lunches du premier 
vendredi du mois reprendront en avril lorsque 
la température sera plus clémente et les 
routes en meilleure condition ce qui devrait 
amener plus de participants. Le thème du 
lunch de novembre était le « diner traditionnel 
de Noël » et le thème du lunch du mois d’avril 
2010 lorsque nous reprendrons l’activité sera 
un « repas à la cabane à sucre ». Prenez en 
note à votre agenda, nous comptons vous y 
retrouver tous. 
 

Cette année le diner de la Sainte-Barbe se 
tiendra à Valcartier et on y attend plusieurs 
participants. 
 

En terminant,  j’offre mes meilleurs vœux de 
joyeux Noël et de bonne année à tous nos amis 
artilleurs et à leurs familles. Je souhaite un 
retour sécuritaire à nos troupes qui rentrent 

Greetings to all Gunners and families of 
Gunners 
 

Trusting that you and your loved ones had a 
good holiday summer. We are entering into a 
new season and already many things are 
happening at your Association and Regiment. 
First, the Association has finally completed 
the project of replacing the Col. Hague's 
medals which had been loaned to the 
Regiment by the Shilo museum, and that had 
been stolen from the walls of the officers' mess 
a few years back.. The medals are now back on 
display in the officers' mess in a new secured 
anti theft frame for all to see and admire. 
 

The Regiment since October has been engaged 
in an important advertizing campaign for 
recruiting sponsored by the Association. At 
last report the campaign was going very well 
and the goals that had been set are being met 
thanks in large part to the effort of the 
adjutant Capt Ramacieri. 
 

Another project of Capt Ramacieri was to have 
a Regimental hockey team to compete in a 
league with other Montreal units. The 
Association funded the purchase of goalie 
equipment to launch the project. 
 

Again this fall the Association continued it's 
first Friday of the month luncheons. Using 
last year as a reference because of the weather 
factor, it was decided that November would be 
the last luncheon until April when the 
weather and road conditions are more 
conducive to have better attendance. The 
theme for the November luncheon is ''The 
traditional Christmas dinner'' and the theme 
for when we resume in April 2010 will be '' A 

(continued on page 3) 

Le Mot du Président/A Word from the President 

de mission et une mission sécuritaire à ceux 
qui partiront en mission au cours de la 
nouvelle année. Nos pensées et nos prières 
vous accompagnent. 
 

Ubique 
 

Donald Dussault CD Maj(R) 
Président Association de l’artillerie de 
Montréal 
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Patience is… short both in Afghanistan and in 
our own countries 
 

Resources will not win this war, but under-
resourcing could lose it 
 

The status quo will lead to failure if we wait 
for the Afghan security forces to grow 
 

The majority of Afghans do not want a return 
to the Taliban 

Mot du Colonel Commandant’s Message 

Bgen Ernest Beno 

À tous les membres du 2ième Régi-
ment ARC, Montréal.  
 

Toutes mes félicitations au régi-
ment pour la mise en ligne de 
Sheldrake. Nous les artilleurs 
sommes de remarquables com-
municateurs lorsque nous som-
mes en opérations. Nous devons 
par ailleurs améliorer nos com-
munications lorsque nous som-
mes de retour dans nos unités. Je 
suis très heureux de voir le 2ième 
prendre cette initiative. Nous de-
vons partager les informations 
sur notre passé, nos opérations 

courantes et les événements récents ainsi que 
nos projets futurs et nos intentions. Nous 
avons aussi besoin d’un réseau social au sein 
de la famille des artilleurs. Félicitations au 
2ième pour cette superbe initiative. J’ai hâte de 
suivre la vie et les événements du 2ième sur 
www.sheldrakeslog.com  
Bien fait, bon tir et bonnes communications! 
 

Ubique 
 

Ernest Beno 
Brigadier-général (Retraité) 
Colonel Commandant 
Le Régiment royal de l’artillerie canadienne 

To all ranks 2 Field Regiment, 
RCA, Montreal. My sincere con-
gratulations on setting up a web-
site for the Regiment and put-
ting Sheldrake on line. We Gun-
ners are outstanding in commu-
nications when on operations, 
and we need to improve commu-
nications back in our home units. 
I am very pleased to see that 2 
Field is taking the lead, and 
showing the initiative. We need 
to share information about our 
past, our current operations and 
events, and our future plans and 

intentions - and we need a social network 
within the Artillery family. Congratulations to 
2 Field for taking this great initiative. I look 
forward to tracking the life and excitement of 
2 Field on www.sheldrakeslog.com. Well done. 
Good Shooting - and Good Communicating! 
 

Ubique 
 

Ernest Beno 
 

Brigadier-General (Retired) 
Colonel Commandant 
The Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery 

(Continued from page 2) 

sugaring off luncheon'' Make a note in your 
agenda and see you all at this most popular 
luncheon.  
 

This year the Ste Barbara Mess diner will be 
held in Valcartier and promises to be a well 
attended function by all the units. 
 

In closing I wish to extend my best wishes for 
a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to 
you and our gunner families and wish a safe 
return home to our troops coming back or 
leaving for mission abroad in the new year. 
Our prayers and thoughts are with you. 
 

Ubique 
 

Donald Dussault CD (Maj.Ret) 
President 
AAM 

Quotes from 
 General McChrystal 



pertise and speed we are known for. They are 
loved by the troops on the ground as they 
know that they are always there. This can't be 
said for other support. 
 

They have done every type of mission imagin-
able and some called for creative solutions, all 
worked out in the famous hot planning fashion 
well known to the Director (Or planned on the 
fly for those uninitiated in the fine art). 
 

They have worked with and fired for a variety 
of allies in contact with the enemy and have 
always earned their respect and admiration. 
To date they have fired more than any other 
roto and we still have time left. 
 

I would be remiss if I did not mention the ster-
ling work of our supporting troops. The HALO, 
and LCMRs have been kept very busy sup-
porting the fight and are often our first indica-
tion that something is going on in the AO.  So 
accurate is their information, that we have 
been able to contact the call signs operating in 
the area and ask them if there is something 
happening - more often than not the reply is - 
Contact - wait out! Also, the SUAV continues 
to break records monthly for the amount of 
o u t s t a n d i n g  S i t u a t i o n a l 
Awareness they are providing. 
 

The folks that are nearest and dearest to my 
heart are the Coordination Centres in the Bde 
HQ. They have functioned flawlessly for the 
entire time that we have been here ensuring 
that the battle space is clear for all other op-
erations, the air space is clear and coordinat-
ing the assets to win the fire fight. The thing 
that I am most proud of is their willingness to 
work 24/7 to keep the troops in the field fed 
with information, and occasionally even am-
munition. Although they function behind the 
scenes their work is critical to the smooth day 
to day support. Without them there would be 
chaos in the battlespace. To give you an idea 
of the scope of this challenge, Kandahar Air-
field sees about 6500 individual air move-
ments a week making it the busiest single 
strip airfield in the world (Heathrow has 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Gunner Update from Kandahar 
Tim Bishop, LCol/lcol 

Sirs all, 
 

When we arrived here in Feb 09 we knew that 
there would be challenges and some difficult 
times. We also knew that we were well trained 
and well equipped for the months ahead. The 
fact that the battery that was here from 2 
RCHA already had most of their tour under 
their belt made that transition easy. The folks 
that we took over from were also really well 
prepared and Maj Sonny Hatton had done an 
outstanding job setting our team up for suc-
cess. 
 

Being the commander’s gunner (G9er) has 
meant that I have had the good fortune to get 
out and visit all the gun lines and gunners on 
every position from the actual gun lines to the 
more remote gunners on Ghundy Ghar and 
other exotic locales. Sometimes getting there 
was challenging and at times even a little ex-
citing, but the gunners always welcomed me 
with open arms and a cup of coffee - or some-
thing colder, which in summer here is much 
appreciated. Their morale is - as ever - high. I 
attribute that to a couple of things. Firstly 
great leadership at all levels. From Bdr on up, 
they all continue to inspire their younger 
charges and mentor them in everything from 
gunnery, to basic life skills. Second and most 
important here - the sense of purpose shared 
by all for the mission. They all understand 
that they are here to support their fellow Ca-
nadians and coalition partners that are in di-
rect contact with the enemy and they never 
have to be told to hurry up. When the com-
mand to take posts is given there is no hesita-
tion at all. I have been asked why the gunners 
are in their underwear firing the guns - there 
are cameras everywhere after all - and I in-
variably answer the RSM - they support the 
troops first and get dressed at end of mission. 
I have yet to see a gunner without their IPE 
on the guns - but I have seen several in shorts 
and flip flops because that is what they had on 
when the call came to take posts. 
 

And did the calls come. At all hours of the day 
and night and in all kinds of weather. The 
guns have responded to all calls with the ex-
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(Continued from page 4) 

about 5500). All of this traffic transits our bat-
tlespace. 
 

I would like everyone to know that we largely 
have it right. With our solid teamwork we win 
the fire fight, and we do that by combining 
whatever assets are available at the given mo-
ment from Arty, to CAS, to CCA and some-
times all of it. These are all coordinated by the 
Bde FSCC, ASCC, and TACP. Our training is 
outstanding, our selection of troops and soldier 
skills are second to none, and the heart and 
soul with which the soldiers shoulder the load 
makes me proud to call myself a gunner. 
 

I will close by remembering our gunner 
wounded during this tour. To the young FOO 
that was severely injured in an IED attack 
just weeks before the end of 2 RCHA’s tour, 
and to the MBdr that was my crew com-
mander that was injured in the IED blast on 
03 Jul; both of them were out doing the busi-
ness and were highly respected members of 
their teams - both were/are sorely missed. The 
sacrifice that everyone makes to come here 
and especially in these two cases, to make the 
lives of Afghans better, must always be re-
membered. 
 

Pictures will follow but they are currently not 
available; I will post them as soon as possible. 
Please share this as widely as you like - it is 
meant for the entire family. 
 

Ubique! 
 

Tim 

spite the public attention paid to their policy 

disagreements, the day-to-day interactions be-

tween the two men at National Defence HQ ap-

peared civil and relaxed. 
 

Last week, the Post ran two excerpts from 
General (ret'd) Rick Hillier's new book, A Sol-
dier First, in these pages. The book has set off 
a frenzy of media excitement, almost all of it 
focused on the general's comments on clashes 
he had with the Ministry of National Defence 
and the Prime Minister's Office. 
 

This predictable response is unfortunate, 
showcasing how eagerly the Canadian media 
will latch onto any whiff of blood in the politi-
cal water, even at the expense of virtually ig-
noring everything else that Hillier had to say 
in the first 400-some-odd pages of his memoir, 
discussing the entirety of his 35-year career. 
(Ironically, the first excerpt the Post ran from 
the book was concerned with Hillier's early 
efforts to reconnect the military with the me-
dia, to promote better understanding for both. 
Looks like more work is needed there.) 
 

I met with General Hillier recently for nearly 
an hour, and one of the first questions I asked 
him was, given his reputation for blunt talk 
and ruffling feathers, whether he expected 
much backlash from the book. "It's not in-
tended to offend," he told me, but to "fill in the 
blanks" of a story he has been doing his best to 
tell Canadians since he first joined the mili-
tary, and especially since he became the top 
soldier in 2005. 
 

The true story told in A Soldier First isn't that 
of a maverick officer making life uncomfort-
able for his political masters, but of the re-
birth of the Canadian Forces, an institution 
that -- as Hillier recounts -- had been run into 
the ground by bureaucratic mismanagement, 
public apathy and its own stubborn adherence 
to obsolete theories and practices of training. 
Over his whole career, Hillier did his best to 
show Canada's disinterested and ignorant ci-
vilian population, especially its journalists, 
that the Forces were a vital, relevant institu-
tion. 
 

For much of his career, he was fighting an up-
hill battle against the devastating budget cuts 
of the Chretien-era, and the horrific torture 

(Continued on page 6) 

An Unconventional 
General 

Matt Gurney,  National Post  

That being said, he was hardly naive, and con-

ceded that there would be a lot of interest in his 

relationship with former defence minister 

Gordon O'Connor. For what it's worth, while 

not denying that they had points of disagree-

ment, the general said that they always got 

along well, and the media made more of their 

disputes than there really was. A former 

O'Connor adviser I spoke with agreed that, de-
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(Continued from page 5) 

and murder of a Somali teenager at the hands 
of undisciplined Canadian troops. It wasn't 
until the Red River Floods of 1997 (recounted 
in Friday's excerpt) and the Ice Storm of 1998 
that the Canadian Forces re-entered the pub-
lic's consciousness in a positive way by mount-
ing major rescue and recovery efforts. After 
9/11, starting with Paul Martin and continu-
ing under Stephen Harper, the Canadian 
Forces have enjoyed something of a rebirth, 
not only in terms of equipment and training, 
but, especially, in public relations. 
 

As made clear in both his book and our inter-
view, that is what Hillier considers his pri-
mary mission. He's not worried about which 
particular plane or tank the military acquires, 
but about reaching out to Canadians, and 
making them care enough about their military 
to demand that the politicians provide the 
troops with the resources they need to get 
their jobs done with as few casualties as possi-
ble. As he points out in his book, Jean Chre-
tien, as smooth a political operator as Canada 
has ever seen, knew that the military had no 
"constituency" and could be starved of funds 
and ignored without political consequence. 
 

If Hillier has his way, that will never happen 
again, because no politician will dare risk pub-
lic outrage by abusing the Canadian Forces. 
He considers his job half-done, with public 
support at a level he now describes as "broad, 
but not yet deep." To that end, he's using his 
retirement to give lectures on leadership to 
Canadians all across the country, deepening 
the public's understanding of and affection for 
the military with each conversation he has. 
His easy charm and terrific sense of humour 
served him well as the chief of the defence 
staff, but Hillier himself concedes that con-
necting with civilians is an easier job in a suit 
and tie than in Army camouflage. It's a job 
he's uniquely suited for, and is tackling with 
apparent relish. 
 

That Rick Hillier was an unconventional gen-
eral by Canadian standards is unquestionable, 
and that he has rubbed some the wrong way is 
obvious. But in so quickly and predictably fo-
cusing entirely upon a few instances where 

Hillier butted heads with various Tory politi-
cians, rather than the decades he spent build-
ing bridges between Canada's outstanding 
military, the media and the nation at large, 
journalists around the country have shown 
just how far General Hillier has yet to go to 

An Unconventional General(Cont’d) 

STE-ANNE’S HOSPITAL 
Montreal Gazette 

 Wednesday, August 26, 2009 

STE. ANNE’S Could become long-term-care 
Quebec facility open to public 
 

The federal government has made some pre-
liminary moves to transfer Ste. Anne’s Hospi-
tal to provincial control. Quebec might want to 
turn the Ste. Anne de Bellevue hospital into a 
long-term-care facility for the general public, 
but veterans have been told they would con-
tinue to be cared for at the hospital. Ste. 
Anne’s is the last veterans hospital in Canada, 
and the number of patients there is expected 
to decline in the next few years. 
 

There are now about 415 residents there and 
the average age is 86, officials said yesterday. 
It has 446 private rooms. In 1992, when the 
hospital celebrated its 75th anniversary, there 
were 725 residents, with an average age of 76. 
 

The Royal Canadian Legion’s Quebec Com-
mand said it would not comment on the talks 
while they are at an “embryonic stage.” Que-
bec legion president Robert Groulx added Vet-
erans Affairs assured the group that “veterans 
will always have their place at Ste. Anne’s as 
long as they remain alive.” 
 

“The population of traditional war veterans is 
declining, and there will come a time when 
there will be chronic vacancies at Ste. Anne’s,” 
Roik said from Ottawa. “The province has in-
dicated interest,” he added. But Dominique 
Breton, a spokesperson for Quebec Health 
Minister Yves Bolduc, would not discuss the 
question, other than to confirm that talks 
have begun. Whatever happens, Roik said, the 
priority is to ensure the hospital “continues to 
provide an exceptional level of care.” 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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stan, where 408 Squadron's helicopters will 
ferry troops, schlep equipment and provide 
armed cover for heavy-lifter Chinook helicop-
ters. To prepare, he has come here to Yuma, a 
piece of North America that the military has 
selected as Afghanistan's stunt double. Dozens 
of Canadian pilots, gunners, mechanics and 
engineers rotate through here to learn the 
tricks of desert flying. 
 

The risks of flying in punishing desert condi-
tions have been illustrated by a series of dev-
astating crashes. On July 6, a Canadian Grif-
fon like Lt.-Col. Smyth's crashed northeast of 
Kandahar when the pilot was blinded by dust 
kicked up by his rotors during a takeoff from a 
confined compound. Unable to determine his 
direction, or see what was around him, the pi-
lot drifted into a security wall designed to keep 
out suicide bombers. Although the pilot and co-
pilot survived, two Canadian crewmembers 
and a British soldier died in the crash. 
 

The most famous dustball crash happened in 
1980, during a secret hostage rescue mission 
ordered by U.S. president Jimmy Carter. Tak-
ing off at night in the Iranian desert, the pilot 
of a Sea Stallion helicopter lost orientation 
when a dustball engulfed his machine, and 
crashed into another aircraft, killing the crew 
and ending the operation. It is generally 
agreed, the mission crushed Mr. Carter's hopes 
of re-election. 
 

Yuma is a small desert town with two main 
industries – citrus farming and the military. 
The skies thunder with the sound of F18 fight-
ers and military helicopters, and locals don't 
even look twice when a Harrier jump jet 
screams overhead, then stops in midair to 
make a vertical landing. The landscape looks 
much like Afghanistan – a baking expense of 
desert studded with razor-edged mountains 
that pop out of the terrain like shark teeth. 
Scorpions skitter in the sand, and roadrunners 
hunt for snakes. 
 

Lt.-Col. Smyth and his squadron mates have 

(Continued on page 8) 

STE-ANNE’S HOSPITAL(Cont’d) 

(Continued from page 6) 

The hospital is now a longterm-care facility, 
and most of its patients served in the Second 
World War, which ended 64 years ago. A 
smaller number are patients who served in the 
Korean War, which ended 56 years ago. When 
those wars ended, there was no universal 
health care, so the federal government built 15 
veterans hospitals across the country to care 
for them. 

Afghanistan’s stunt double 
Peter Cheney 

Yuma, Ariz. — Tuesday, Sep. 15, 2009 

Before they can navigate through Kandahar’s 
desert dust, dozens of Canadian pilots, gun-
ners, mechanics and engineers must first ro-
tate through Yuma, Arizona, to learn the 
tricks of flying in punishing conditions. 
 

Riding with the 408 Tactical Helicopter 
Squadron is Apocalypse Now from the other 
side of the camera: We're blasting across the 
desert fast and low, with a pair of black ma-
chine guns jutting from the wide-open side 
doors. The gunners perch on the edge, wearing 
monkey-tail leashes in case they fall out. 
 

During a strafing run on a simulated Taliban 
encampment – a collection of steel shipping 
containers and abandoned cars in the desert 
near the Mexican border – a hurricane of noise 
and hot air blows through the cockpit. The 
temperature outside is over 45 C. Each gun 
fires six high-powered rounds a second.The 
helicopter is a CH-146 Griffon that looks like a 
high-tech version of a Vietnam-era Huey. At 
the controls is Lieutenant-Colonel Jeff Smyth, 
who has racked up more than 3,000 hours in 
the Griffon and makes the desert mission look 
easy. It isn't. 
 

These are some of the toughest flying condi-
tions in the world – the extreme heat thins the 
air, sapping the Griffon's power and sharply 
reducing the lift of its four-bladed rotor. Then 
there's the blowing desert sand that can blind 
a pilot without warning. 
In the next few weeks, Lt.-Col. Smyth will be 
heading to Kandahar, in southern Afghani-
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went down over Martha's Vineyard. 
 

With no outside visual reference, a pilot is at 
severe risk of spatial disorientation. As simu-
lator tests have shown, most lose control 
within seconds, falling off into a fatal spiral, 
with no way of telling up from down. The only 
hope is to have the right instruments, and 
know how to use them. 
 

As well as the artificial horizon, the Griffon 
had a Doppler radar, which measured exactly 
how high we were off the ground, and whether 
we were moving over it. Lt.-Col. Smyth's 
hands and feet worked the control sticks and 
the pedals that controlled the tail rotor, hold-
ing us still as the Griffon bucked and heaved 
in the rotor downwash – a drift in any direc-
tion could be fatal, since we didn't have a clear 
view of what was next to us. Then it was 
over – Lt.-Col. Smyth pulled the Griffon into a 
sharp climb and we were back in clear air. 
 

Back at the Marine base, the flight was dis-
sected. Lt.-Col. Smyth critiqued the perform-
ance of his fellow pilots. Most had done well, 
but there was room for improvement, and he 
wanted them to perfect their dustball tech-
nique before they got to Afghanistan. 
 

“The idea is to make things routine,” he said. 
“You don't want to do things for the first time 
in combat.” 
 

Next up was a night flight with another vet-
eran pilot, Colonel Christian Drouin. His co-
pilot was a young officer from Nova Scotia who 
clearly had a gift for matters of speed and mo-
tion – as well as being a military pilot, he was 
a wakeboarder and gymnast. The night before, 
he and another pilot had been practising flips 
off the side of the hotel pool. 
 

Now the co-pilot was up for the flying test of 
his life. As we flew out over the desert, the 
lights of Yuma disappeared, and we flew into 
a deep blackness. Like the pilots, I flipped on 
my night-vision goggles. The world outside 
transformed from black to a weird, pixelated 
green. 
 

Now I could see the other helicopters in our 
formation, dark mechanical dragonflies 
against the electronic green background of the 
desert and mountains. We did a series of straf-

(Continued on page 9) 
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taken up residence in a local hotel but spend 
most of their time out over the desert, or in 
their temporary operations centre, a low, cin-
der-block building on the Yuma Marine base. 
The rooms are stacked with flying helmets, 
helicopter parts and steel ammunition boxes. 
 

Today's mission began with a briefing in a 
room filled with school desks. The walls were 
lined with military tactical maps and white-
boards covered with flight notes, including ra-
dio frequencies and the GPS co-ordinates of 
the military firing range, to make sure the 
high-powered bullets land in the right place. 
The pilots included both high-time veterans 
and newly minted co-pilots who would be get-
ting their first taste of desert flying after being 
trained on the Canadian prairies. (The squad-
ron's home base is Edmonton, where flying 
conditions are radically different, with cool, 
thick air that lets the Griffon's turbine engines 
develop full power.) 
 

Today, Lt.-Col. Smyth planned to make a se-
ries of dustball takeoffs and landings, a criti-
cal skill for a pilot heading to Afghanistan. 
Flying over the Arizona desert to make some 
dustballs, Lt.-Col. Smyth and the co-pilot 
scanned the landscape, looking for the right 
kind of spot – a place with fine-grained sand 
and earth that would billow up like talcum. 
From above, the desert resembled a giant 
sheet of industrial abrasive, studded with 
rocks, cactus, and skeletal bushes. 
 

“Here we go,” Lt.-Col. Smyth said through the 
headsets. We banked steeply and dove down 
toward the desert, skimming low. Lt.-Col. 
Smyth raised the nose to slow down the Grif-
fon, as if it were a rearing horse. The gunners 
leaned out the doors, watching as a cloud of 
dust grew behind us. Seconds later, we were 
engulfed – the world outside vanished, and 
hard grit sandblasted through the cabin. Lt.-
Col. Smyth finessed the controls, watching an 
instrument called an artificial horizon to make 
sure we stayed level – without the actual hori-
zon as a guide, we were flying blind. Without 
his instruments and his highly developed 
skills, Lt.-Col. Smyth would be in the same 
position that JFK Junior had been in when he 

Afghanistan’s stunt double(Cont’d) 
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ing runs, punching huge holes in the steel con-
tainers of the target range. Somewhere on the 
ground, a specially trained officer known as a 
forward air controller was calling out the tar-
gets we were supposed to hit. The helicopters 
swarmed over the target like wasps in a giant 
bottle. 
 

Descending for some dustball exercises, we 
dropped down to the edge of the range, en-
gulfed in a cloud of sand as we hovered toward 
a landing. The co-pilot knew there was a tree 
somewhere ahead of us, and beyond that, a 
pile of steel containers. But how far away were 
they? Would we hit them and die in a ball of 
flame? He announced that he was aborting the 
landing. 
 

“Good decision,” Col. Drouin said. The co-pilot 
had more than 400 hours in the air, but this 
was his toughest challenge yet. We did an-
other dustball landing. This one was perfect. 
 
 

When we landed nearly two hours later, my 
head buzzed from the roar of the wind and the 
percussion of machine gun fire. The young co-
pilot looked a little frayed. Col. Drouin had put 
him through an exacting test, but he was up-
beat. He gave a thumbs-up, grabbed a bottle of 
water, and thanked Col. Drouin for his mas-
ter-class in helicopter flying. 
 

“I'm glad I got to do this here for the first 
time,” the co-pilot said. “Next is Afghanistan.” 

Remembrance Day 2009 

Remembrance Day ceremonies in Montreal 
have traditionally been held at the Cenotaph 
in Place du Canada with the salute being fired 
at the Lookout on Mount Royal. 
 

This year, because of construction work 
around the Cenotaph, it was decided to hold 
the ceremonies on the McGill University.  All 
activities, including the salute, were held on 
the campus. 
 

The picture on the cover page shows the sa-
lute, as do the pictures opposite. 
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On Intelligence and Terror 
National Post, November 3,2009 

The following is an edited excerpt from re-
marks by the Director of the Canadian Secu-
rity Intelligence Service to the Canadian As-
sociation for Security and Intelligence Stud-
ies Annual International Conference last 
Thursday. 
Debate about national security in Canada is, 
for the most part, fairly sparse. Our elites 
tend to ignore it altogether. 
 

Our universities don’t devote many resources 
to it, and the number of journalists who write 
about it on an almost full-time basis can be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. And 
when we do engage in debate on the subject, 
it is often stuck in concepts that simply don’t 
reflect contemporary realities. 
 

In countries that have lived with terrorism, 
and have seen its effects up close, the reality 
is different, and the debate is often fulsome. 
But not, I suggest, in Canada. 
 

And yet — we can’t forget — Canada has 
seen its share of terrorism: 329 people, the 
vast majority of them Canadian, died in the 
bombing of Air India Flight 182 in 1985, 
shortly after the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Service (CSIS) was born. We are inex-
tricably linked to that event, and practically 
share the same anniversary. Also in the 
1980s were the attacks on Turkish diplomats 
in Canada, including the murder of one, and 
the storming of the Turkish Embassy in Ot-
tawa which resulted in the death of a Cana-
dian guard. Twenty-four Canadians were 
killed in the attacks on the Twin Towers in 
September 2001. In the intervening years, 
terrorism with a nexus in Canada could have 
resulted in many more deaths, both in Can-
ada and around the world. In June 2006, a 
group of young men were arrested in Toronto 
on charges under the Anti-Terrorism Act, ac-
cused of plotting serious terrorist acts on Ca-
nadian soil. 
 

There have been five convictions or guilty 
pleas to date and these cases continue to 
work their way through the courts. In March 
of this year, Momin Khawaja was sentenced 

after being convicted of financing and facilitat-
ing terrorism and building explosive detona-
tors for use in terrorist attacks. Earlier this 
month, Said Namouh was found guilty in Que-
bec for his role in planning terrorist acts out-
side of Canada. So Canada is not immune 
from terrorism. 
You would not know this to be true, however, 
when you look at how Canadians discuss mat-
ters of national security. Our elites tend to 
avert their eyes, and media tend to give what 
little coverage they grant on this subject to 
groups that seem to feel that our charm and 
the Maple Leaf on our backpacks are all that 
we need to protect us. 
 

It’s a curious stance, given that Canadians ac-
cept almost all other trappings of the global 
system. We are a trading nation. We believe in 
diplomacy and international development, and 
devote considerable energy to making the in-
ternational system strong and functional 
through its multilateral institutions. We are 
peace-keepers, peace-makers and combatants 
along with our allies when the international 
order is threatened. Some of these activities 
are fully accepted by Canadians, while others 
are controversial, but they are at least debated 
with some reason. We believe in democracy 
and human rights, and we believe in protect-
ing those values with all the tools at our dis-
posal. In that sense, we endeavour to live up 
to our national self-image as citizens of the 
world who are connected to its realities, good 
and bad. 
 

And yet, we have a serious blind spot as a 
country. Many of our opinion leaders have 
come to see the fight against terrorism not as 
defending democracy and our values, but as 
attacking them. Almost any attempt to fight 
terrorism by the government is portrayed as 
an overreaction or an assault on liberty. It is a 
particular position, given that terrorism is the 
ultimate attack on liberties. If terrorists be-
lieve in anything, it is nihilism and death. 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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They operate across cultures and feed on hate 
and doubt. They are loyal to no one and play 
by none of the carefully nurtured rules or so-
cial conventions that nation states respect. 
Terrorists are therefore the ultimate enemies 
of a liberal democratic order and the human 
rights that give that order its beating heart. 
 

So why then are those accused of terrorist of-
fences often portrayed in media as quasi-folk 
heroes, despite the harsh statements of nu-
merous judges? Why are they always photo-
graphed with their children and more or less 
taken at their word when they accuse CSIS or 
other government agencies of abusing them? It 
sometimes seems that to be accused of having 
terrorist connections in Canada has become a 
status symbol, a badge of courage. To some 
members of civil society, there is a certain ro-
mance to this. This loose partnership of single-
issue NGOs, advocacy journalists and lawyers 
has succeeded, to an extent, in forging a posi-
tive public image for anyone accused of terror-
ist links or charges. 
 

I do understand the “presumption of inno-
cence” principle and am not arguing that those 
accused of offences should be portrayed as 
guilty. In fact, a more balanced presentation is 
what I am hoping for. 
 

There is a prominent and somewhat disturb-
ing tendency in how terrorism is often por-
trayed in Canada — not as a real crime, but as 
a political one. Terror is downgraded to a form 
of dissent, an act of revolutionary charm 
rather than a criminal code offence and a vio-
lation of international human rights stan-
dards. Much of the coverage of the trials of 
those charged in Toronto has reflected this ap-
proach. Perhaps this has roots in the belief 
that Canada is somehow immune from terror, 
and therefore can’t really have any terrorist 
conspiracies. 
 

Furthermore, it seems that, unless a bomb ex-
plodes or a murder is committed in the name 
of terrorism, the “mere” acts of plotting to com-
mit a terrorist act, or financing terrorist 
groups, or travelling abroad to train in terror-
ist camps are not considered criminal. Can 
those who downplay the seriousness of terror-
ism in this way really claim to be protecting 

our civil liberties? 
 

Thankfully, judges presiding in the trials of 
terrorism suspects have not followed this rea-
soning at all. In the sentencing of one of those 
convicted in the Toronto bombing plot, the 
judge said the following in September: 
“Terrorist offences are the most vile form of 
criminal conduct. They are abnormal crimes ... 
They attack the very fabric of Canada’s de-
mocratic ideals... Their object is to strike fear 
and terror into citizens in a way not seen in 
other criminal offences.” 
 

The stakes are high. I hope that some of what 
I have said today helps to form the nucleus of 
a smarter, more literate debate about security 
and intelligence issues in Canada. 

Christmas Lunch at the Officers Mess 

Pierre Marceau, Paul Bégin 

 et Arthur Vandal 

Ruth et Yvon Bégin 
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OTTAWA - At a time when Canadians are 
increasingly questioning the country's in-
volvement in Afghanistan, a new report says 
Canada should pour more diplomatic and 
military resources into preventing or stop-
ping genocides in far-off places. 
 

The report says the refusal by Canada, the 
United States and other countries to inter-
vene in atrocities such as the Rwandan geno-
cide in the early 1990s must be turned into a 
"will to intervene" diplomatically as early as 
possible to prevent catastrophes. 
 

If the genocide is already in progress, it says, 
Canadian, U.S. and other world leaders must 
be prepared to intervene militarily to stop 
the slaughter of human beings. 
 

"By continuing to drag our feet when preven-
tion is required, we risk watching more crises 
turn into catastrophes," said the report, 
which was issued by the Will to Intervene 
Project at the Montreal Institute for Geno-
cide and Human Rights Studies at Concordia 
University. 
 

The report's conclusions were passionately 
embraced yesterday by retired diplomat 
Robert Fowler, the author of a hard-hitting 
memorandum to Liberal cabinet ministers in 
1994 about the mass slaughter going on in 
Rwanda that in the end, he says, was ig-
nored. 
 

Making a rare public speaking appearance 
since being held hostage for four months by 
al-Qaeda militants in Africa, Mr. Fowler 
said, in effect, it doesn't take a rocket scien-
tist to figure out when outside intervention is 
warranted. 
 

"The things I am talking about are not debat-
able," he told a news conference. "They are 
simply so horrendous that they require en-
gagement." 
 

He said the situation in Afghanistan doesn't 
qualify as genocide. 
 

"It's a miserable situation. Certainly people's 
lives are being diminished, are being ruined 
in many cases," he said, "but unfortunately 

Canada must do more to stop genocide 
 

Norma Greenaway,  Canwest News Service 

there are other places in the world where that 
is the case as well." 
 

Mr. Fowler was joined at the news conference 
promoting the report by Senator Romeo Dal-
laire, who commanded the small UN force in 
Rwanda at the time of the genocide, former 
NDP leader Ed Broadbent and Tory Senator 
Hugh Segal. 
 

All stressed the report was in no way suggest-
ing turning Canada or the United States into 
the "world's policeman," bent on setting every-
thing right around the globe. 
 

Mr. Fowler said the failure of western govern-
ments to intervene in Rwanda-- where, his 1994 
memo estimated, up to one million people had 
been killed-- was morally offensive. 
 

In the still-secret memo, parts of which were 
quoted for the first time in the report, Mr. 
Fowler warned the cabinet of Jean Chretien 
that reasons for inaction would be "irrelevant to 
the historians who chronicle the near-
elimination of a tribe while the white world's 
accountants count and foreign policy specialists 
machinate." 
 

Mr. Fowler acknowledged Canada doesn't have 
the military, diplomatic or development assis-
tance capacity at this time to implement the 
report's recommendations. 
 

But he said he hopes the report will spur the 
government to restore the capacity lost in re-
cent years with the hollowing out of Foreign Af-
fairs and other government departments and 
agencies. 
 

The findings were based on a sweeping explora-
tion of the lessons learned from the Rwanda 
genocide and Kosovo crisis of 1999. 
 

Among other things, it urges the prime minis-
ter to make preventing mass atrocities a na-
tional policy priority and to appoint a super 
minister to co-ordinate defence, diplomacy and 
developmental policy aimed at that goal. It also 
says there should be a joint committee of the 
House of Commons and the Senate on prevent-
ing genocide. 
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To stop the country sliding out of con-

trol, the West needs more men and a bet-

ter strategy 
 

THIS is the just war, the “war of necessity”, 
as Barack Obama likes to put it, in contrast 
to the bad war, the war of misguided choices 
in Iraq. But as a deeply flawed election went 
ahead in Afghanistan this week, there were 
echoes, in the mission by America and its al-
lies, of the darkest days of the Iraq campaign: 
muddled aims, mounting casualties and the 
gnawing fear of strategic defeat. Gloomy com-
mentators evoke the spectre of the humilia-
tions inflicted by Afghanistan on Britain in 
the 19th century and the Soviet Union in the 
20th. 
Americans, relieved to be getting out of Iraq, 
and caught up in a national row about health 
care, are paying little attention to the place. 
But if things there continue to slide, Afghani-
stan could turn out to be the biggest blot on 
the Obama presidency. 
 

Why the West is there 

The war is going badly. Much of the south of 
the country is out of government control. A 
scattered, disparate insurgency has gained 
strength and risks turning into a widespread 
insurrection against Western forces and the 
elected government they are backing. In Brit-
ain, a sceptical public wonders what its sol-
diers are dying for. And as the costs and 
casualties continue to mount, Americans too 
will ask that question increasingly loudly. 
 

Western governments use a lazy shorthand 
to justify this war. Its purpose, they say, is to 
deny terrorists the base and haven that Af-
ghanistan under the Taliban provided to al-
Qaeda. But al-Qaeda’s surviving leaders are 
reckoned to have decamped across the border 
to the tribal areas of Pakistan, where West-
ern forces do not tread. The other reasons 
that Western governments keep their sol-
diers in Afghanistan are harder to sell to vot-
ers: first, because a precipitate departure 
would damage the West’s global clout, and, 
second, to stop the country becoming the 
theatre for a war which could destabilise 

Losing Afghanistan? 
Aug 20th 2009 From The Economist print edition 

Pakistan and draw in other powers, such as 
Iran, India and Russia. 
 

As the West struggles to maintain its weak 
hold on Afghanistan, so its ambitions there are 
narrowing. Early aspirations to bring peace, 
prosperity and decent government to the coun-
try have been replaced by the hope of establish-
ing a functioning state and of improving secu-
rity. By that measure, success in the short term 
will look much like stalemate. But the chance of 
achieving even these modest aims is being jeop-
ardised by too few troops and a flawed strategy. 
 

The shortage of soldiers has hampered the gen-
erals’ ability to hold territory and forced them 
to use air power to make up for the lack of 
numbers. The civilian casualties that are the 
inevitable consequence of conducting a war 
from the air are, in turn, damaging the war ef-
fort. The generals need more troops both to re-
gain territory from the Taliban and to fight the 
war in a way that does not breed hostility to the 
West. 
 

Yet swamping Afghanistan with foreign sol-
diers will never bring outright military victory. 
The surge that helped secure Baghdad was car-
ried out in a smallish, densely populated area. 
Such tactics cannot be contemplated in a coun-
try as mountainous and rural as Afghanistan. 
If the West is to stop the place slipping further 
out of control, it needs not just to direct more 
resources to the place, but also to use them bet-
ter. That means different approaches to three 
elements: the opposition, the government and 
aid. 
 

The opposition, casually described as “the Tali-
ban”, is far from a unified force in a country of 
great ethnic complexity. It includes not just re-
ligious zealots but all manner of tribal warlords 
and local strongmen. Many have alarming 
ideas and repellent social attitudes. But if Af-
ghanistan is to be stabilised, the West will have 
to hold its nose and encourage its allies in gov-
ernment to do deals with them. 
 

On the campaign trail, President Hamid Karzai 
has appealed to his enemies to make peace. But 

(Continued on page 24) 
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During his presidential campaign, Barack 
Obama distanced himself from the Bush era 
and the Iraq war. One way he did this was by 
embracing the so called "good war" in Afghani-
stan, and promising to ramp up the mission in 
that country. As Commander in Chief, he 
moved ahead with phase one of an Afghan 
"surge," sending in some 20,000 new U.S. 
troops to belatedly bolster the NATO alliance 
that had been unable or unwilling to put 
enough boots on the ground or planes in the 
air. But the decision as to whether the Presi-
dent proceeds with his promised Phase Two of 
the surge (anywhere between 10,000 and 
80,000 new troops) will prove a pivot point in 
his Presidency. And prolonged delay could be 
both disastrous and deadly. Experts warned 
that the American surge would provoke and 
intensify Taliban activity, and that allied 
casualties would increase as a result. That's 
why you have a Phase Two: When they bring 
out their big guns, we bring out ours. U.S. 
General Stanley Mc-Chrystal, Obama's man 
on the ground, is quick to point out his case for 
a phase two is not just a predictable call for 
more reinforcements. In fact, focusing too 
heavily on force or resource requirements, he 
says, "misses the point entirely." The General, 
it seems, wants to put a little more "Canada" 
in the U.S. handbook on how to win hearts, 
minds and even wars.  Americans often resist 
socalled "nation building," which in this case 
means helping the Afghans get ready to run 
their country, not just defend it. It is what 
Canada does so well.  For the better part of 
eight years, our soldiers and civilians have 
risked their lives to put some two million 
young girls in schools; to vaccinate seven mil-
lion more children; and to see that more than 
80% of people now have access to at least some 
basic health care. We are building the coun-
try's largest dam to supply clean drinking wa-
ter and training up a police force, and encour-
aging a fledgling free media. And Canadian 
sponsored micro-finance means war widows 
can work to support their families.  And when 
it comes to doing battle, Canada is again 

showing the way with new, intelligent 
counter-insurgency strategies.  Instead of 
clearing an area and moving on, Canadian 
troops, in complements of about 100, are now 
setting up in "platoon houses," and living in 
the villages to provide security once the enemy 
has been forced out. This is genuine interac-
tion -- and connection -- with the local popula-
tion. The change in tactics is boosting morale 
among our troops, as well as the locals who 
are desperate for security. The Afghans are 
willing to take on responsibility for keeping 
their citizens safe -- the most basic definition 
of a state. We are making them ready and able 
through training and mentoring. While their 
spirit may not be broken, their political and 
governance systems are. Canada's focus on 
governance will help Afghans shape their own 
future, though not necessarily to build a de-
mocracy as we know it. We all agree their re-
cent election fell far short of our Western de-
mocratic standard. Then again, national votes 
are more about what we want than how Af-
ghans traditionally operate.  That's why the 
allies have been decentralizing their efforts to 
deal with other levels of government, working 
more closely with provincial and district lead-
ers.  Let's not let perfection become the enemy 
of progress. Given Afghanistan's brutal his-
tory, two elections in eight years -- even with 
the taint of corruption--is a forward step. And 
the allies need the U.S. surge to secure the ex-
traordinary effort and underreported success 
of our military and civilian volunteers so far.  
All the more troubling then that, at this cru-
cial moment, we have some calling for Canada 
to cut and run -- to retreat.  Only an intellec-
tual coward would hold up deserter status as a 
rallying cry, or conjure irrelevant comparisons 
to Vietnam, which are little more than head-
line-grabbing cheap shots that side-swipe our 
Canadian military and embolden our enemy. 
And retreat would mean a much more costly 
and constantly expanding frontline here at 
home.  I am not only embarrassed but angry 
with such ill-considered rhetoric. Soldiers 

(Continued on page 15) 

 

Winning the Afghan war the Canadian way 
 

Senator Pamela Wallin, National Post 
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have spilled blood for the cause we said we be-
lieved in when we sent them into battle.  Let's 
remember we are in Afghanistan because we 
chose to be there. We responded to the attacks 
of 9/11 that killed our citizens, and joined our 
allies in the American-led Operation Enduring 
Freedom. And it is simply not good enough to 
claim that we can somehow "support our 
troops," but not the mission.  Even President 
Obama says that this remains a war of neces-
sity. And as we wrote in the report of the Inde-
pendent Panel on Canada's role, the impera-
tives are obvious: "Our presence in Afghani-
stan is fully justified whether considered from 
the point of view of international law, humani-
tarian needs or Canadian and global interests 
in security. If we are not willing to lend our 
military resources when asked to do so by the 
United Nations, in a mission coordinated by 
NATO, in a country whose democratically 
elected government wants us and whose citi-
zens desperately need us, then we wonder 
where and when we would do so."  Three gov-
ernments, two of them Liberal, agreed.  It is 
important that before our soldiers are dis-
patched to foreign soil -- to make peace or keep 
it -- the Parliament speaks. It has, with votes 
in 2006 and again in 2008 when the country 

agreed to sustain the mission and maintain a 
combat role until 2011. Even when we were 
dangerously under-equipped, Canada has 
been punching above its weight. Not only have 
our troops risked their lives to save ours -- not 
only have they given Afghans hope and secu-
rity -- not only have we invested millions in 
the next generation of Afghans so that they 
can govern and defend themselves -- but we 
have, in the process, earned the respect of our 
peers and a place back at the international ta-
ble.  Why would we retreat in the face of such 
progress?  Despite genuine concerns, few Ca-
nadians want to revert to our status as specta-
tor nation because our troops have shown us 
how our military resources and humanitarian 
spirit can be harnessed and effectively de-
ployed to shape a participant role for Canada 
for the 21st century.  We need resolve. The 
situation is indeed dire. The neighbourhood is 
dangerous and unpredictable. And there is no 
decisive victory at hand.  All the more reason 
for a little strategic patience -- and a very 
strategic surge. 
-Senator Pamela Wallin serves on the Foreign Af-

fairs Committee, and is Deputy Chair of the defence 

and national security committee. She was a member 

of the Independent Panel on Canada's role in Af-

ghanistan. 

Obama's Middle Course 
Fred Kaplan, Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2009 

One thing is clear about President Barack 
Obama's M.O. on policy, domestic and foreign: 
He likes taking the middle course. 
 

The conventional wisdom on U.S. policy toward 
Afghanistan is that there is no middle course—
that Obama must get all-in or all-out. 
 

Many of those who recite this line are trying to 
box the president in to escalating the war. Nei-
ther Obama nor any of his advisers is advocat-
ing an outright withdrawal. Therefore, this 
logic would dictate, he has no choice but to fol-
low the urgings of Gen. Stanley McChrystal, 
his commander on the ground, and send in 
40,000 more troops, on top of the 68,000 that 
we have there already. 
 

But there may be a middle ground: a way to 
accomplish the aims of a counterinsurgency 

strategy—Gen. McChrystal's preferred ap-
proach—but with fewer troops than he'd ide-
ally like to have on hand. 
 

The principle of counterinsurgency is to focus 
much more on protecting the population than 
on chasing and killing terrorist-insurgents. 
The theory is that if NATO and Afghan forces 
can provide security (and thus facilitate the 
supply of basic services), the Afghan people 
will shift their loyalty to their government and 
thus dry up the Taliban's base of support. 
 

The problem is that protecting all of Afghani-
stan, or even all the areas that the Taliban 
now threaten or dominate, would require 
many more troops than even McChrystal is 
requesting—by some estimates as many as 

(Continued on page 16) 
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500,000 troops. Under these circumstances, if 
Obama agreed to send 40,000 more troops 
next month, it's a safe bet that the generals 
would request another 40,000 next year. 
 

An alternative approach, then, is to protect 
not all of Afghanistan but just a few of its larg-
est cities—say, Kabul, Kandahar, and 
Ghazni—and to throw at them all the re-
sources they can absorb: military, civilian, fi-
nancial, the works. 
 

The purpose of this would be twofold. 
 

The first would be to prevent the Taliban from 
taking over the central government, which is 
the main reason for having Western troops 
there at all. 
 

The second would be to create "demonstration 
zones" for the eyes of Afghans all over the 
country. If these zones really can be secured 
and supplied, if they are seen as enclaves of 
relative peace and prosperity, then Afghans 
everywhere will want the same thing and re-
ject the Taliban (whose strength today stems 
less from their fundamentalist ideology than 
from their ability to provide order and ser-
vices). 
 

Meanwhile, under this alternative approach, 
U.S. and NATO forces would keep training Af-
ghan soldiers and police, while special-ops 
troops and air power would continue to take 
out "high-value targets" such as top Taliban 
fighters (even pure counterinsurgency advo-
cates don't think counterterrorist tactics 
shou ld  be  cu t  o f f  c omple te ly ) . 
It's hard to say how many more U.S. troops 
would be needed for this alternative ap-
proach—but almost certainly far fewer than 
40,000. 
 

Ideas along these lines are swirling around 
the community of scholars and soldiers who 
think about such matters. Mehar Omar Khan, 
a major in the Pakistani army and currently a 
student at the U.S. Army War College, out-
lined just such an approach in the latest issue 
of Small Wars Journal. Four specialists, in-
cluding David Kilcullen, an Australian coun-
terinsurgency veteran who advises several top 

U.S. officials and officers, make a similar 
case—which they call a "triage" or "enclave" 
strategy—in a recent paper published by the 
Center for a New American Security. 
 

An enclave strategy also happens to fit in 
nicely with President Obama's proclivity for 
middle options. Given the limits of our re-
sources and the nature of Afghanistan, this 
particular middle option might be a way to get 
the most out of what we can manage. 
 

One thing, though, which should be kept con-
stantly in mind when considering what to do 
about this war: If Hamid Karzai is re-elected 
Afghan president, Obama has to pressure him 
hard to crack down on corruption and to insti-
tute serious reforms. Any U.S. military ef-
fort—not just an extra effort, but any effort at 
all—should be conditional on these reforms. 
As Gen. McChrystal put it in his famously 
leaked Aug. 30 memo, a counterinsurgency 
campaign can provide the needs of the Afghan 
people only "by, with, and through the Afghan 
government" (his italics). If the Afghan gov-
ernment is widely seen as illegitimate, West-
ern soldiers fighting on its behalf can do little 
to make things good. 

Obama's Middle Course (Cont’d) 

Col Hague’s medals returned to the Mess 
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In 2000, Bosnia was plagued by renegade 
banks. Rick Hillier's solution: Take the money 
and run 
 

The following is an edited excerpt from Gen-
eral (ret'd) Rick Hillier's new book, A Soldier 
First, recalling his work in September 2000 
with the Stabilization Force in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 
 

All the warring factions in Bosnia moved 
pretty quickly to do everything the 1995 Day-
ton Accords required. But after the first few 
months, everything seemed to hit a plateau. 
There was active resistance to the implemen-
tation of the accord, most of it funded by 
money being channelled through criminal net-
works. 
 

In western Bosnia, the Bosnian Croats had 
established a strong shadow government, and 
were trying to run the western part of Bosnia 
themselves, with the aim of eventually uniting 
with Croatia. This caused my peacekeepers 
significant challenges. 
 

Based on some good intelligence work, we de-
termined that this group was getting financial 
support through the Bosnian Croatian Herce-
govacka Bank, really just a money-laundering 
operation, spinning millions of dollars in ille-
gal funds and directing it to support people 
who were essentially criminals masquerading 
as Bosnian Croatian nationalists. Some of 
them held political appointments, some were 
in the military or police, and all were doing 
their best to slow or subvert the implementa-
tion of the Dayton Accords. As always, average 
men and women, Bosnian Croats, were paying 
the price through deprivation and violence. 
 

My boss, American Lieutenant-General Mike 
Dodson, was given the job of going after these 
Bosnian Croatian banks, seizing their assets 
and handing over the financial records to the 
Bosnian government. 
 

There were three banks in my division's sec-
tor, and Denis Thompson, who later became 
the Canadian brigade commander in Afghani-
stan, led his battle group to take one of them 

out. The idea was to roar into the town with 
complete surprise, surround the bank, seize 
its money and assets and then take the re-
cords to special auditors in Sarajevo, who 
would do a forensic analysis and support 
criminal prosecutions by the legal government 
of Bosnia. Any money seized would be used by 
the Bosnian government to benefit the entire 
country. 
 

Denis's battle group headed out. They 
achieved the desired level of surprise, setting 
up their armoured personnel carriers and sol-
diers to establish a cordon around the bank 
building. They sent more troops in to take con-
trol of the bank itself, followed by a team of 
civilian auditors who were to collect all the 
cash and records inside. In the meantime, a 
crowd of local Croatians had gathered, egged 
on by some of the local criminal element, and 
Denis's company began getting hammered by 
rocks, bottles and other projectiles. To their 
credit, no one started shooting, and the opera-
tion was a success. Every soldier in that Cana-
dian battle group could tell their grandchil-
dren that they had robbed a bank! 
 

Similar operations took place across Bosnia, 
with the Dutch taking down another bank and 
the Americans and the French doing several 
as well. But in Mostar, one of the operations 
in the French sector went badly. A Spanish 
battalion got into a bad situation when the lo-
cal Bosnian Croatian militia grabbed some of 
the civilian auditors as they were going into 
the bank to help identify the records. The hos-
tages included a Canadian woman who'd come 
into Bosnia from Vancouver on a contract to 
carry out what she thought was going to be a 
simple audit. She ended up in a bathroom in 
the bank with somebody holding a gun to her 
head saying, "We're going to kill her if the 
money and the files aren't returned." 
 

The Spanish unit caved and gave back the 
money and records to this particular branch. 
That was a black eye for SFOR (the Stabilisa-

(Continued on page 18) 

Bosnian bank job 
 

Rick Hillier, National Post 
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(Continued from page 17) 

tion Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina), so I 
was asked to put together a unit to go into the 
French sector and get that money and those 
records back. 
 

At nightfall, the battle group headed toward 
Mostar, following a route that would have 
gone past the city, or so we wanted them to 
think. Then, at one o'clock in the morning, the 
units veered off the line of march and raced 
into downtown Mostar and, with the full battle 
group of about 1,000 soldiers, threw a cordon 
around the bank, completely surrounding it. 
 

We blew in the door to the bank with explo-
sives (somebody coming through after that de-
cided to try the doorknob, and discovered it 
was unlocked!) and sent teams of snipers onto 
nearby rooftops to watch over the area around 
the bank. 
 

During that entire operation, only one local 
civilian came up to try to challenge us. At 
about 2:30 in the morning, a Bosnian Croat, 
who'd had a few drinks, walked toward the 
bank from outside the cordon, belligerent and 
defiant. He had only seen a couple of the 
troops placed around the bank, but when he 
got closer he realized there were about a thou-
sand, all armed to the teeth. He looked around 
for a second, then turned and made a beeline 
in the opposite direction. 
 

There were three safes in that bank. The third 

safe, about the size of a small car, posed a 
problem. The commandos felt that to blow it 
open would require enough explosives that we 
would probably destroy whatever was inside. 
The solution was to take a British Warrior ve-
hicle, a 30-tonne tracked beast, and bring it 
around the building where the safe was lo-
cated. A thick chain was wrapped around the 
safe, run out through a small window in the 
basement and hooked onto the back of the 
Warrior. When that vehicle hit full speed, the 
safe came flying out the window, taking most 
of the bank's wall with it. The troops lifted it 
up and took it to Sarajevo. The soldiers who 
went inside the bank had gathered up a few 
keychains with the Hercegovacka Bank logo 
as souvenirs. I made sure I got one. 
 

The operation moved the yardstick signifi-
cantly in the implementation of Bosnia's peace 
accord. Such actions, coming after several 
years of relative inactivity by NATO in Bos-
nia, convinced the entire country that the in-
ternational community was still serious about 
doing whatever it took to make Bosnia a se-
cure and stable nation. 
 

It was all quite exciting. I still have the scarf 
that one of the snipers on the operation gave 
me as a souvenir, and I kept the keychain as a 
reminder of the excitement that the profession 
of soldiering has brought me. 
 

From A Soldier First. Copyright © 2009 by Rick Hill-

ier. Reprinted by permission of HarperCollins Pub-

lishers Ltd. 

Bosnian bank job (Cont’d) 

What we're doing over there 
 

Rebecca Walberg,  Weekend Post September 12, 2009 

CONFRONTING THE CHAOS:  
A ROGUE MILITARY HISTORIAN RE-
TURNS TO AFGHANISTAN 
 

Sean Maloney is not your grandfather's his-
tory professor. While he is an advisor to the 
Canadian forces in Afghanistan and a profes-
sor at the Royal Military College in Kingston, 
Ont., his writing is marked by a decidedly un-
academic candour and peppered with first-
person accounts of his experiences studying 
Canada's military interventions up close. In 
Kosovo and now in Afghanistan, he "somewhat 

inadvertently" became the first historian to 
accompany a Canadian force into combat since 
the Second World War. 
 

Confronting the Chaos is the middle book in a 
trilogy about Canada in Afghanistan. Last 
year's Enduring the Freedom chronicled the 
arrival of our troops there, with an emphasis 
on the physical hazards involved in establish-
ing a presence and rooting out Al Qaeda and 
Taliban forces and marginalizing their sup-
porters. This time, Maloney focuses on the 
day-today work of pacifying and rebuilding a 



(Continued from page 18) 

thoroughly broken country. 
 

Canada's participation in Afghanistan is part 
of the NATO International Security Assistance 
Force (ISAF), whose mission is essentially one 
of counterinsurgency. A major theme in this 
book is that Canada and its allies are fighting 
a war, not undertaking a peacekeeping mis-
sion, and that the weapons and objectives are 
unlike those of the wars of the 20th century. 
Taking and holding land is of little signifi-
cance, and destroying entrenched enemy posi-
tions is irrelevant, since insurgents are 
ephemeral, flexible and do not operate as a 
conventional army would. What matters, then, 
is depriving them of the support they need to 
function -- shutting down the flow of supplies 
from outside Afghanistan, protecting the civil-
ian population and, most significantly, helping 
the embryonic Afghan government to establish 
its legitimacy and competence. This means 
building and defending infrastructure, helping 
to train and equip the components of a judici-
ary and supporting humanitarian relief. 
 

This new form of war requires more civil-
military co-operation than either the Cana-
dian Forces or international NGOs are accus-
tomed to. The multinational and integrated 
nature of ISAF means that coordination be-
tween national armies is more complex than in 
the past. 
This is the second theme of Maloney's book: 
When civilian and humanitarian work are a 
component of winning the war, and a score of 
countries have a military or civilian presence, 
communication across national and organiza-
tional lines is crucial. Canada, like other coun-
tries participating in ISAF, isn't handling this 
particularly well. Turf guarding, information 
hoarding and mutual suspicion too often char-
acterize interactions between the Canadian 
International Development Agency, the De-
partment of National Defence and the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade. 
 

The workings of the Kabul Multinational Bri-
gade illustrate how complications increase ex-
ponentially when many countries are involved. 
This force is made up of 3,800 staff from 28 
countries, many of which have "caveats," or 
restrictions upon when and where they can 
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operate. In Maloney's experience, battalion-
level operations frequently required authori-
zation from three or more national govern-
ments, and when air support from yet another 
ISAF member was involved the bureaucracy 
grew still more burdensome. He laments that 
more political energy is expended avoiding li-
ability than prosecuting a war. Civilian agen-
cies posed their own particular problems. 
While the local population saw them as part of 
the broader international effort to rebuild Af-
ghanistan, and insurgents certainly consid-
ered them to be the enemy, NGOs often in-
sisted upon their own neutrality, failing to re-
alize reconstruction is in fact the key battle-
ground there. This led to a lack of co-operation 
between humanitarian organizations and mili-
tary forces. The ultimate losers were Afghanis, 
since it was too dangerous for relief workers to 
travel without a military escort, and yet such 
protection was refused in the interests of 
seeming non-partisan. The result: Relief ef-
forts were simply aborted. 
 

The longest chapter, and the best, is the dis-
cussion of Canada's Provincial Reconstruction 
Team in Kandahar. Maloney paints a fascinat-
ing picture of what Canada and its allies are 
doing in the southeastern province, using offi-
cial and unofficial interviews with personnel, 
observations of life on base and his experi-
ences embedded with troops "outside the 
wire." Maloney doesn't pretend to be a disin-
terested observer. He is an unabashed ad-
mirer of the Canadian Armed Forces, and if 
his disdain for bureaucrats and politicians 
shines through, this is a refreshing change 
from books that camouflage their bias and 
claim objectivity. 
 

Confronting the Chaos isn't the definitive aca-
demic history of Canada in Afghanistan--it 
couldn't be, since the mission is ongoing and 
most details about events there will remain 
classified for years to come. It also presumes 
some background knowledge on the reader's 
part, both in terms of context and history 
(although much of this is covered in Enduring 
the Freedom) and of the ubiquitous military 
acronyms. For Canadians seeking to under-
stand what we are trying to do in Afghanistan, 
what we're doing right, and what should 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Le 20 août, Lal Mohammadest ceinturé par 
trois jeunes barbus qui lui ont tranché, au poi-
gnard, les oreilles et le nez. 
 

TÉMOIGNAGE - En quittant son village afg-
han pour aller voter, ce paysan illettré a été 
roué de coups par les combattants islamistes, 
qui lui ont coupé le nez et les oreilles. 
 

Lorsque pointe l'aube, recouvrant d'un somp-
tueux voile mauve les hautes montagnes de 
l'Oruzgan, et que les mésanges entament leur 
tintamarre, Lal Mohammad se lève, fait ses 
ablutions, se tourne vers l'ouest en direction 
de La Mecque et se prosterne en disant sa 
prière du al-fajr, la première des cinq de la 
journée. Ce 20 août promet d'être une journée 
magnifique, dans cette haute vallée du district 
de Gezano qui doit ressembler à celle de Cha-
monix, sans les chalets, sans les routes, sans 
les poteaux électriques, sans les relais télépho-
niques. 
 

Pour profiter de la fraîcheur, le métayer se 
rend aux champs sans attendre : il a une 
femme et neuf enfants à nourrir. Dans le nord 
de cette province d'Oruzgan, l'une des plus 
pauvres et des plus enclavées d'Afghanistan, 
on cultive le blé et le maïs, mais pas le pavot, 
si lucratif. Vers 9 heures, après avoir travaillé 
quatre heures, Lal décide de se rendre au vil-
lage de Shiran, à une heure et demie de mar-
che sur un sentier abrupt. Car il se souvient 
que c'est jour d'élection. Bien qu'analphabète, 
Lal Mohammad a envie de faire comme les au-
tres villageois, il a envie de voter. En parlant 
avec d'autres paysans, il a compris qu'il en 
avait le droit, malgré sa position tout en bas 
de l'échelle so ciale afghane. 
 

En chemin, Lal tombe sur trois jeunes barbus, 
enturbannés de blanc, la kalachnikov en ban-
doulière, qui marchent en sens inverse, en di-
rection des hauteurs. 
 

«Où est-ce que tu vas comme ça ? 
 

- Je descends à Shiran», se contente de répon-
dre, peu rassuré, le père de famille. 
Aussitôt les barbus le ceinturent, puis le fouil-
lent. Lorsqu'ils trouvent sa carte d'électeur, ils 

deviennent fous furieux et se mettent à le bat-
tre à coups de crosse et à coups de pied. Il 
s'évanouit. 
 

Quand, allongé dans la poussière, il revient 
enfin à lui, Lal s'aperçoit que les barbus ont 
disparu mais que son visage est couvert de 
sang. Les talibans lui ont tranché, au poi-
gnard, les oreilles et le nez. 
 

«Ce n'étaient pas des brigands, car ils ne m'ont 
rien volé», nous explique Lal, en dari, d'une 
voix faible, assis sur les draps maculés de son 
lit au service de chirurgie plastique de l'hôpi-
tal Maiwand de Kaboul, dans la chambre som-
maire qu'il partage avec trois autres patients. 
Les médecins ont accepté de laisser passer le 
journaliste du Figaro et son interprète, parce 
que l'hôpital bénéficie de l'aide technique et 
financière de la Chaîne de l'espoir, ONG fran-
çaise présidée par le Pr Deloche. Quand Lal, le 
visage couvert de bandages, est trop épuisé 
pour poursuivre le récit de son calvaire, c'est 
Djamali, oncle maternel ayant fait le voyage 
de Shiran à Kaboul avec lui, qui prend le re-
lais. 
 

En titubant, Lal parvient au village, vers midi 
ce 20 août. Un boutiquier le nettoie et lui 
donne à boire. Djamali le rejoint et, constatant 
la gravité de son état, lui explique qu'il faut 
aller le faire soigner à Kaboul (300 km à l'est à 
vol d'oiseau). Il n'y a bien sûr ni médecin, ni 
dispensaire, ni téléphone, dans un village aus-
si reculé que Shiran. 
 

Lal va emprunter 20 000 afghanis 
(l'équivalent de 400 dollars) à l'usurier du vil-
lage. Djamali trouve un âne pour porter son 
neveu. Ils voyageront toute la nuit sur des 
sentiers de montagne, avant de parvenir à Ne-
ly, bourgade de la province voisine de Daikun-
di. Là, il y a une route - bien sûr non asphal-
tée - et des taxis collectifs, minibus hors d'âge 
et peinturlurés. De minibus en minibus, de 
caravansérail en caravansérail, les deux hom-
mes arrivent à Kaboul après trois jours de 
route. C'est là qu'un commerçant les informe 

(Suite à la  page 21) 

L'histoire de Lal, martyr des talibans 
 

Le Figaro, Renaud Girard, envoyé spécial à Kaboul  02/09/2009  
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de l'existence de l'hôpital Maiwand (sud de la 
capitale) et leur indique le chemin. Les chirur-
giens afghans, formés par les Français, l'opè-
rent immédiatement. 
 

Renaud Girard a pu rencontrer Lal Moham-
mad au service de chirurgie plastique de l'hô-
pital Maiwand de Kaboul. 
 

Malgré la gentillesse à son égard des médecins 
et des autres patients, Lal Mohammad souffre 
doublement le martyre : physiquement, mais, 
peut-être plus encore, moralement. «Que va 
devenir ma famille ?», souffle-t-il. «Il est im-
possible que je puisse maintenant retourner 
chez moi ; ils me tueraient. Et puis, comment 
vais-je faire pour rembourser l'usurier ?» Car 
Lal sait que ce sont 40 000 afghanis qu'il fau-
dra désormais lui donner. «Le gouvernement 
acceptera-t-il de m'aider, de faire venir ici ma 
femme et mes enfants ?» 
 

Bien qu'illettré et dépourvu de poste de radio, 
Lal était au courant des menaces qu'avaient 
proférées les talibans à l'égard de tout Afghan 
décidé à accomplir son devoir électoral. Dans 
les campagnes du sud de l'Afghanistan, les ta-
libans circulent pratiquement sans entraves. 
Pour faire passer leurs messages, il leur suffit 
d'aviser n'importe quel paysan. Dans un pays 
où la culture orale est encore reine, le bouche-
à-oreille est d'une efficacité à toute épreuve. 
«Si j'avais su qu'il m'arriverait cela, bien sûr 
que je ne serais pas allé voter. Mais la tenta-
tion était trop forte : moi, pauvre agriculteur, 
participer au choix du nouveau chef du pays !» 
Pourquoi, ce jour-là, Lal n'a-t-il pas emmené 
sa femme - en permanence vêtue de la burqa - 
voter avec lui ? «Chez nous, là-haut, la tradi-
tion veut que les femmes ne s'occupent pas de 
politique», répond Lal, avec la force de l'évi-
dence… 
 

Il explique l'«imprudence» de s'être rendu aux 
urnes par le fait que les talibans ne sont, pour 
le moment, que peu présents dans son district. 
«C'est à Ghizau ( district voisin) qu'ils se trou-
vent en force. Là, il n'y a pas eu d'élection du 
tout. Car toute l'administration y est talibane : 
les juges, le chef de la police, le sous-
gouverneur, tout le monde !» 
 

«À l'été dernier (2008), des hélicoptères pleins 
d'étrangers sont descendus un matin sur Ghi-

zau», poursuit Lal Mohammad, pris soudain 
d'un regain d'énergie. «Ils ont encerclé la mai-
son du mollah Assadullah, homme cruel, et 
chef militaire de tous les talibans de la région. 
Ils l'ont arrêté et emmené directement à Ka-
boul…» Lal est incapable de dire si ces soldats 
étrangers étaient américains ou hollandais 
(l'Otan a confié à l'armée néerlandaise le 
contrôle de la province d'Oruzgan). 
 

La tension a-t-elle alors baissé dans le district 
de Ghizau ? «Pas du tout ! Car quinze jours 
plus tard, on a revu le mollah Assadullah plas-
tronner devant sa maison, en pleine forme, et 
les poches pleines d'argent !» 
 

À Kaboul, depuis des années, courent de nom-
breuses rumeurs sur les complicités dont bé-
néficieraient les talibans à l'intérieur même de 
l'administration afghane. Le 9 août 2008, par-
lant devant le Parlement, le numéro deux du 
NDS (National Department for Security, le 
service de renseignement afghan) avait même 
été jusqu'à fustiger publiquement les liens en-
tretenus par certains députés avec les talibans 
et les gros trafiquants d'opium. Ce haut fonc-
tionnaire, connu sous le nom de Dr Abdullah, 
a été assassiné hier matin, dans un attentat à 
la voiture piégée, dans sa ville natale de Meh-
tarlam, chef-lieu de la province du Laghman 
(située à l'est de la province de Kapisa, sous 
«contrôle» du contingent français de l'Otan). 
 

«Ce sont des ennemis de la démocratie, de 
l'islam et de l'Afghanistan» 
 

Dans cette petite chambre d'hôpital aux murs 
vert tilleul, il règne maintenant un silence pe-
sant. Les trois autres patients se sont rappro-
chés pour écouter le récit de la victime et de 
son oncle. L'un d'eux, traité pour l'ablation bé-
nigne d'un gros grain de beauté potentielle-
ment cancérigène, hoche la tête, les yeux hu-
mides, plein de commisération. 
 

Ce patient de 55 ans, au visage si bon, s'ap-
pelle Sayed Imam. Ingénieur, fonctionnaire au 
ministère des Transports, il est le chef mécani-
cien du dépôt central des autobus de Kaboul 
(ville de 4 millions d'habitants). Quand on lui 
demande ce qu'il pense de toute cette histoire, 
il répond posément, pesant chacun de ses 
mots : «C'est le vrai visage des talibans qui 
vous a été donné là. Ces hommes sont des en-

(suite à la  page 22) 
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nemis de la démocratie, des ennemis de 
l'islam, des ennemis du développement, des 
ennemis de l'Afghanistan. Ils sont envoyés et 
payés par les Pakistanais pour détruire notre 
pays, pour empêcher qu'il retrouve son lustre 
passé !» 
 

Par moments, Sayed Imam abandonne le dari, 
pour s'exprimer dans un anglais rocailleux. 
Fièrement, il explique qu'il a effectué deux sta-
ges de mécanique en Amérique, «le premier, à 
Chicago, du temps de Najibullah ; le second, 
dans le Wisconsin, il y a quatre ans». Ancien 
patron du Khad, le KGB afghan, Mohammed 
Najibullah, communiste convaincu, fut mis par 
les Soviétiques à la tête du pays en 1986. 
 

En 1992, trois ans après le départ des troupes 

soviétiques, il tenait toujours, grâce à une ar-
mée afghane alors bien entraînée et discipli-
née. C'est la trahison du général ouzbek Dos-
tom qui lui porta le coup de grâce, ouvrant les 
portes de Kaboul aux moudjahidins, qui dé-
truiront la ville. Najibullah fut placé en rési-
dence surveillée dans un camp de l'ONU. 
 

Quatre ans plus tard, au premier jour de leur 
entrée à Kaboul, les talibans le sortiront de là, 
pour le pendre à une grue. «Sous Najibullah, 
l'État fonctionnait parce que ses employés 
n'étaient pas corrompus comme aujourd'hui, 
se souvient Sayed. C'est un bon dictateur 
comme lui qu'il nous faudrait désormais. Car 
ces talibans, qui ont mutilé notre ami Lal, ce 
n'est pas avec des beaux discours à la télé sur 
la démocratie que nous arriverons à nous en 
débarrasser !» 

L'histoire de Lal (suite) 

Il n'y a pas d'alternative à l'engagement en Afghanistan 
Propos recueillis par Isabelle Lasserre 16/11/2009 

Hervé Morin : « La seule stratégie qui vaille est 

de respecter la population afghane et de faire 

monter en puissance son armée et sa police. »  

 
INTERVIEW - Le ministre de la Défense, 

Hervé Morin, veut rappeler les objectifs 

poursuivis aux Français inquiets. 
 

LE FIGARO. - Qu'allez-vous dire aux sé-

nateurs de l'opposition qui s'interrogent 

sur le bien-fondé de l'engagement fran-

çais en Afghanistan ?  
Hervé MORIN. -Je leur répondrai qu'il n'y a 
pas d'alternative à cet engagement. Même si 
la France est depuis longtemps convaincue 
qu'il faut faire évoluer la stratégie et être da-
vantage présent auprès de la population. 
Comme l'a dit un jour McChrystal, le patron 
des forces américaines en Afghanistan : 10 - 2 
ne font pas 8 mais 20. Lorsqu'on supprime 
deux talibans, on multiplie le nombre de tali-
bans par deux, car des frères ou des cousins 
ont l'obligation de prendre les armes. C'est le 
fonctionnement de la société afghane, basé sur 
les dettes d'honneur. Nous ne sommes pas face 
à un enjeu militaire en Afghanistan, mais à un 
défi de sécurisation d'un pays. 
 

Pensez-vous que la France ait suffisam-

ment de résilience pour pouvoir soutenir 

à long terme l'effort de guerre en Afgha-

nistan, alors même que les sociétés amé-

ricaines et britanniques donnent elles-

mêmes des signes d'essoufflement ? 

Les Français voient souvent l'Afghanistan 
comme un front armé classique, comme si on 
était dans les plaines de l'Europe centrale. Il 
est difficile de leur faire comprendre qu'on 
peut avoir des morts dus à l'explosion d'un 
IED (engin explosif improvisé) dans une ré-
gion calme. Ce qui inquiète les Français, ce 
n'est pas le fait que l'on soit présent en Afgha-
nistan, c'est que l'on soit contraint d'y rester 
pendant des années ! Il faut donner des pers-
pectives, des objectifs à l'opinion publique. Il 
faut rappeler aux Français que laisser l'Afgha-
nistan aux talibans, c'est laisser le terrorisme 
prospérer et nous menacer. Il faut enfin leur 
dire que le risque de contagion au Pakistan, 
puissance nucléaire, est loin d'être négligeable 
si nous partons. 
 

L'impression d'indécision qui émane 

de la Maison-Blanche, le fait que le prési-

dent Obama n'arrive apparemment pas à 

trancher sur la question des effectifs, ne 

(suite à la  page 23) 
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(suite de la  page 22) 

risquent-ils pas d'avoir des conséquences 

en France ? 

Soyons clairs : à l'échelle de l'Afghanistan, la 
zone couverte par les 3 000 soldats français 
représente 1 % du territoire… Pour pouvoir 
contrôler tout le pays, il faudrait des volumes 
militaires considérables et ce n'est pas envisa-
geable. Alors le fait que l'on envoie 20 000 ou 
40 000 hommes ne suffira pas. La seule straté-
gie qui vaille est de respecter la population 
afghane et de faire monter en puissance son 
armée et sa police. En Afghanistan, la victoire 
ne peut pas être uniquement militaire. La 
vraie question, c'est comment convaincre les 
Afghans que leur sécurité est garantie par l'al-
liance, qu'il leur faut coopérer pleinement avec 
nous et faire pression sur les talibans pour 
qu'ils rendent les armes. Aujourd'hui, ils sont 
pris entre le marteau et l'enclume. 
 

Que pensez-vous de la plainte déposée 

par les familles des victimes d'Ouzbin ?  
Elles vivent dans la douleur, avec un senti-
ment d'injustice que toutes les familles 
connaissent lorsqu'elles perdent un proche. 
Mais il n'y a pas eu de faute commise le 
18 août 2008 à Ouzbin. On peut toujours dire 
qu'il manquait tel ou tel moyen ou qu'il n'y 
avait pas suffisamment de moyens de recon-

naissance. Je vous rappelle que quelques se-
maines après Ouzbin, les forces françaises 
sont tombées dans une nouvelle embuscade 
qui a fait un blessé grave. Et bien, nos moyens 
de reconnaissance aériens mis en œuvre ont 
été inopérants : les talibans étaient indétecta-
bles parce qu'ils ne bougeaient pas ! On ne 
pourra jamais supprimer l'imprévu dans les 
opérations militaires, ce que Clausewitz appe-
lait le brouillard de la guerre. L'action mili-
taire, qui comporte toujours une part d'incerti-
tude, ne peut pas faire l'objet d'une apprécia-
tion judiciaire au risque de paralyser nos for-
ces. 

Offensive franco-afghane dans la vallée 

de Tagab 

Environ 700 soldats français et une centaine 
de militaires afghans, appuyés par des blindés 
et des hélicoptères de combat, ont lancé hier 
une offensive dans la vallée de Tagab, à une 
cinquantaine de kilomètres à l'est de Kaboul. 
Cette région montagneuse constitue une base 
arrière pour les talibans. L'opération vise à 
sécuriser la vallée où une route doit être cons-
truite. Celle-ci doit permettre de relier le Pa-
kistan voisin au nord de l'Afghanistan, en 
contournant Kaboul, ce qui faciliterait le 
transport de marchandises. L'offensive se 
heurtait hier à des tirs de snipers. 

When a CPL was GOD 

Or thought he was  
For all the OLD SCHOOL, how true is this!!!!!!  
When I was a on my Recruit Course in Ka-
pooka, the CPL was GOD. What he thought 
about my haircut or how well my bed was 
made was much more important than the fact 
that the All-Blacks had won. 
 

During Duties Week, I was put on the Front 
Gate (with two other Recruits). 
 

And we received thinly-veiled threats as to 
what would happen to us if a vehicle entered 
the base without being logged-in (or out), and 
if we failed to salute an Officer (or a lady). 
 

This particular morning - it was March out 
Parade Day for other luckier Recruits - I was 
on the 0600-0900 hr shift. 
 

At 0630 hr, the CPL drove to the Guardhouse 

and told us that a General would be arriving 
soon. 
 

The CPL rang us at 0800 hr and asked if the 
General had arrived yet. “No, CPL.” 
 

He rang again at 0815 hr, 0830 hr and then 
again at 0845 hr. Still no sign of the General. 
 

Then at 0855 hr, a gleaming staff car entered 
the base and stopped at the Gatehouse. The 
back window was wound down and a large 
man with a grey moustache looked out. “I’m 
General Grey” he said to me.  
 

Naturally, I saluted him, then said “Well you’d 
better hurry up, mate, because you’re in deep 
shit. The CPL’s been looking for you for the 
last two hours” 
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change, Maloney provides a valuable resource. 
Afghanistan must be understood on its own 
terms, he insists, not as a new Iraq or Viet-
nam. His work goes a long way toward realiz-
ing this goal. 
 

Rebecca Walberg is the president of the Wakefield 

Centre for Policy Research in Winnipeg. 

What we're doing (Cont’d) 

Losing Afghanistan? (cont’d) 

have. By giving too many contracts to foreign-
ers, it has created grudges instead of buying 
goodwill. To most Afghan eyes, watching heav-
ily guarded foreign aid-workers glide by in their 
Landcruisers, it is obvious that much of the 
money is going straight back out of the country. 
To a degree, this is forgivable: in such a poor 
country it is difficult to build the capacity to 
manage huge volumes of aid, and channelling 
more of the cash through the government may 
mean that more of it gets stolen. But that is a 
risk that needs to be taken to build support for 
the West and the government. 
 

Taking even the rosiest view, the war in Af-
ghanistan is likely to get more expensive, and 
worse, before it gets better. The mini-surge this 
year to enable the election to take place in most 
of the country will probably be followed by an-
other to try to contain the growing insurgency. 
For the moment, Mr Obama is better off than 
George Bush was when Iraq went bad, because 
he enjoys broad political and popular support 
for this commitment. But as casualties mount, 
political pressure in America to announce a 
timetable for military withdrawal will intensify. 
To resist it, Mr Obama will need more men, a 
better strategy and a great deal of luck. 

(Continued from page 13) 

his government—inept, corrupt and preda-
tory—does not look like a trustworthy part-
ner. In parts of Afghanistan where insurgents 
have been driven out and the writ of the gov-
ernment has been restored, residents have 
sometimes hankered for the warlords, who 
were less venal and less brutal than Mr Kar-
zai’s lot. 
 

Cleaning up government is not just an end in 
itself but also a means to building a function-
ing state, for Afghans will not support an ad-
ministration as corrupt as the current one. 
The West should therefore use its leverage 
over the government to insist that the next 
cabinet is dominated by competent techno-
crats, rather than thugs owed a favour. 
 

How to spend it 

The West is spending a fortune in aid to Af-
ghanistan. As the new head of Britain’s army 
recently pointed out, it is likely to have to go 
on supporting the country for decades. Yet the 
roads that are foreign development’s proudest 
boasts also serve to meet the insurgents’ and 
drug-dealers’ logistical needs. 
 

That is inevitable: infrastructure serves the 
wicked as well as the righteous. But the West 
has not spent its money as well as it could 


